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The Peace Learning Center Story

In the Beginning

Conceived in February 1997, the Peace Learning Center has demonstrated what can be accomplished through community collaboration.  

After presenting short conflict resolution sessions in Indianapolis Public Schools in honor of Martin Luther King Day in January 1997, an overwhelming response from teachers, administrators and students illustrated a true need for more conflict resolution programming within the IPS school system.  Staff members of IndyCorps, an AmeriCorps program sponsored by the Marion County Family Advocacy Center, decided to create a program that would take IPS students out of their school environment to spend a full day teaching conflict resolution and peaceful living skills in a natural setting.

The Location

With the help of IndyParks, a building in Eagle Creek Park was located for programming.  A former Indian museum and program center, the building had been vacant and in needed major repairs.  In exchange for renovation expenses, IndyParks and the Eagle Creek Park Citizens Advisory Committee wrote a two-year lease agreement to establish the Peace Learning Center within the park.  

Our Advisors

Next, a Peace Learning Center Advisory Committee was recruited and convened to design programming and to oversee operations.  The committee represents a wide variety of community members including IPS administrators, teachers, a mediation specialist, an IPS student, college professors, and a lawyer.  The group decided that the program should focus on 4th Graders since they are old enough to understand the concepts and are still in their formative years.  A curriculum was developed focusing on the philosophy of peace, verbal and listening skills, non-violent safe escape, and an interactive theater component to reinforce the concepts.

AmeriCorps On-Board

Through a grant from AmeriCorps, three staff, six AmeriCorps Members, and three actors from the ACT Out Ensemble were recruited and trained to implement the full-day program.  Through the work of Dr. Wanda Riesz, Director of IPS Alternative Education, funds were made available to transport each IPS 4th grade class to the center and to provide each student with a box lunch.

Our First Day

On October 3, 1997, the first bus full of 4th graders arrived at the Peace Learning Center for programming.  Since that date, there have been over 6,000 students trained by the Peace Learning Center.  

Being able to conceive, design, and implement such a large endeavor in an eight-month period demonstrates what can be done in Indianapolis when community partners collaborate in the best interest of children.

Peace Learning Center Accomplishments

Officially beginning operations in October of 1997, the Peace Learning Center has made great strides establishing itself as a community resource for peace education in Indianapolis.  Through partnership and collaboration, the Peace Learning Center has accomplished many activities in its first year.  

· Provided one-day intensive peace education to 6,000 4th Graders in the Indianapolis Public Schools at Eagle Creek Park one class at a time.

· Instituted Peace Camp for 1,200 6th Grade participants – a three-day, two-night experience to learn how to peacefully deal with conflict and explore the natural environment.

· Taught conflict resolution skills to over 500 young people from domestic violence shelters, summer camps, community centers, and after school programs.

· Assisted twelve schools establish peer mediation programs through Project PEACE, a partnership between the Indiana Attorney General and the Indiana Bar Association.

· Established two school-wide peace initiatives (IPS Schools #47 and #108) forming Peace Clubs, teaching Safe Escape, implementing Project Peace, and building strong community school partnerships.

· Recruited, trained and utilized over 120 community volunteers including church groups, first-time juvenile offenders, parents, high school and college students.  Volunteers assisted with renovating the building, presenting programs, and helping with internal operations.

· Garnered community resources to fund operations from a wide variety of community resources including the Indianapolis Foundation, Children’s Trust Fund, Christel DeHaan Family Foundation, AmeriCorps, Hoover Foundation, Moore Foundation, and the Gemmer Family Foundation.

· Completed an evaluation of 4th Grade students who participated in training and found 80% recall three of the five Rules for Fighting Fair and 75% know how to deliver an I-Message as a way to communicate feelings and needs in a respectful way.
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